
When Brian Watts and Chris Clark came 
up with the idea to holding a Dexter Cattle 
Expo at Macksville I am sure that the first 
response they received would have been 
“You must be dreaming”.   In spite of the 
naysayers they carried on and plotted a 
steady course as they focused on their goal.  
Well they had done it before in 2006 (which 
seems like a long time ago).

The North Coast Dexter Cattle Promotion 
Group gave their full support and when the 
Manning Valley Group offered to team up 
and support the event. They were on the way 
to realising their dream.

Once DCAI had agreed to hold the AGM at 
Macksville in conjunction with the EXPO  
there was no turning back.

After many hours on the computer and 
countless phone calls almost everything fell 
into place and the rest in now history.  The 
feedback from participants and visitors tells 
us the Expo was a great success.

The Friday night welcome barbecue 
featuring prime Dexter steaks  and sausages 
provided an opportunity for the early 
arrivals to meet and catch up before the big 
day.

Saturday morning saw a glorious sunrise 
up over the Show-grounds - a good omen 
for the start of the Expo.  There was soon 
a buzz of activity with people arriving to 
enjoy a hearty breakfast.  

The Cattle camp was soon underway with 
four students from Bellingen High and eight 
from Macksville High School. They brought 
with them great energy and enthusiasm and 
were ready to participate in workshops on 
grooming, handling, parading and judging.  

Instructors Sophie Pla and Maddison Pla 
from Summer Creek near Beaudesert and 
Jordan Hoban from Macksville were on 
hand to provide expert instruction and 
training for the students.

It was indeed an action packed morning 
with extra workshops being held indoors. 

Bev Gardiner gave a talk on the background 
of the Australian Dexter Association 
(originally ADCA), the history of the first 
animals that were imported into Australia 
and how the interest in the breed grew 
rapidly during the eighties and nineties.  

Margaret Paynter with her vast knowledge 
of registration regulations was able to 
answer questions relating to some of the 
tricky scenarios that arise from time to 
time. There was particular interest in the 
options available for animals owned or sold 
on by unregistered breeders.

The cheese-making demonstration by 
Lyndall Dykes had many people intrigued 
and wondering why they had not tried it 
before.  There were a number of people 
heading home with new knowledge and 
starter kits enthusiastic about trying their 

hand at making their own cheese.

Butchering of a Carcass by local Bowraville 
butcher Bruce Parker was a major attraction.  
Onlookers were fascinated by the cleaver 
but simple tricks of the trade used to carve 
up the various portions of the carcass and 
prepare familiar cuts ready for the plate.

While the Cattle Camp continued in the 
show ring the DCAI AGM was officially 
opened by Rhonda Hoban Mayor of 
Nambucca Shire Council.

The EXPO Dinner was well attended with 
over 60 people enjoying a delicious meal 
prepared by the Macksville Showground 
volunteer support group.

Photo Top: Chris Clark never shirks his 
responsibility to have-a-chat. 
Bottom L-R: Barb Chapman, June Pluthero 
& Marion Watts show of their Beefy Little 
Milkers! Barb Chapman recites a poignant 
verse at the poets breakfast.
Front Cover: Angus Johnson winner of the 
judging competition shows off his handling 
skills at the 2015 Dexter Cattle Expo 
Handlers camp.
Back Cover: “Mates” By Annie Soul
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The Cattle Handlers’ Camp was held in 
conjunction with a Dexter Cattle EXPO 
organised by the North Coast Dexter Cattle 
Promotion Group. Manning Valley Group 
teamed up with the North Coast to facilitate 
the Cattle Handlers’ Camp. 

A group of eight students from Macksville 
High School and four from Bellingen High 
participated in the Dexter Cattle Camp at 
the Macksville Showground on Saturday 
17th October 2015.

The program included a series of workshops 
giving all participants some hands on 
experience in grooming, handling, parading 
and judging cattle. Everyone had the 
opportunity to learn something new from the 
expert instructors Sophie Pla and Maddison 
Pla from Summer Creek near Beaudesert 

and Jordan Hoban from Macksville.

Ron Stocker from Tenterfield was kept very 
busy during the lunch break providing a 
workshop on making rope halters. 

Learning about the end product of cattle 
production is just as important as knowing 
how to handle them. A local Bowraville 
butcher Bruce Parker provided a very 
professional demonstration on how to cut 
up a Dexter carcass to get the best quality 
meat.

The cattle parading competition was 
keenly contested with Katie Cooper, Angus 
Johnson, Lois Lane (Macksville High) and 
Jazz Brightwell (Bellingen High) being 
given special recognition.

In the judging competition, students were 
given the task of scoring four animals and 
then justifying their selection by describing 
the relative merits of each animal.  Each 
student impressed the judges with their 
ability to identify and describe some of 
the positive attributes of the animals being 
assessed.  

The judges particularly enjoyed Macksville 
High’s Angus Johnson’s presentation and 
awarded him first place in the judging 
competition.

Almost all of the students selected the 
animal that appeared to be the biggest 
as the top ranked animal on show.  This 
provided an ideal opportunity for the judges 
to point out that size and bulk is not always 
the best criteria for judging.  While, the 
animal chosen had the biggest bulges the 
judges pointed out that this was a sign of 

excess fat rather than muscle and was an 
indication that the meat quality from such 
an animal may be inferior to that from a 
leaner animal.

All students thanked the North Coast and 
Manning Valley Dexter Cattle Promotion 
Groups for giving them the opportunity 
to participate in the workshops and 
competitions.  

Ag Teachers from Macksville, Bellingen 
and Bowraville High Schools also attended 
the event and gave very positive feedback on 
the event. Both schools indicated they were 
keen to take part in any future Dexter Cattle 
Camps.  The teachers and students were also 
very grateful for the cattle halters that were 
donated by Roz Michelini which will be put 
to good use. 

The Manning Valley and North Coast 
Groups thank all the trainers, judges and 
demonstrators for volunteering to share their 
knowledge, expertise and their valuable 
time.   

Photo top: L to R Libby Brown, Alanna 
McBaron, Grace White, Ron Brown, Elouise 
Ennis, Katie Cooper, Megan Williams, Jazz 
Brightwell, Wezz Styles, Annalie Bardsley, 
Mark Nash, Lois Lane, Jordan Hoban, 
Angus Johnson, Sophie Pla, JD Panaguiton, 
Maddisson Pla.

Below L-R: Katie Cooper and the other 
handlers take note of the instructors 
comments. 
Ron Stocker from Tenterfield shares his 
knowledge of halter making.
Beverley Gardiner talks about the history of 
DCAI and Dexter cattle in Australia.
Photos of the Expo and Handlers Camp 
supplied by Ron & Libby Brown.
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